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instead of the diffused light brightening in varying shades of beauty over the whole vault of heaven, they see but a black sky and one intolerable radiance, to dazzle instead of enlighten, to scorch and not to cherish.
Both these ascetic views of life are clearly against nature, and accordingly nothing is mo.re remarkable in the history of the ascetic life than the constant succession of magnificent conceptions and fatal degeneracies, of almost convulsive efforts at reform and the slow, sure overspreading of corruption. But they are not only unnatural; their unnaturalness takes the deadly form of spiritual selfishness, seeking to ignore human ties, at least to the great society of mankind, and to leave the world to destruction, if HO be that we may save our own souls. While, therefore, they assume the glorious name of self-denial, it is clear that, instead of denying self, they fix the thoughts chiefly on self, to the exclusion of humanity; and therefore they meet with the sentence, " He that will save his life shall lose it." How utterly im-Christlike they are! how utterly unworthy even of the example of the Apostle, who " could wish himself accursed from Christ for his brethren's sake/' to bring them to Him!